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Notes:

(1) Merbecke’s original note values have been retained, but they have been expressed in
half, quarter, eighth, and sixteenth-notes for easier reading by contemporary singers. (Use
of the original notation often leads to slow and ponderous tempi.)

(2) The basic pulse should be felt in eighth-notes.

(3) Care should be taken not to lapse into triplets, especially when two sixteenth-notes are
followed by a quarter-note.

(4) Merbecke’s fermatae have been retained; however, within a given movement, they are
best interpreted as follows, without a break in rhythm:

7\ rendered thus:
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(5) Merbecke’s setting is best sung unaccompanied and should be performed so whenever
possible.

(6) To see Merbecke’s notation, follow this link:

justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/Merbecke/Merbecke.htm




MERBECKE'S COMMUNION SERVICE
John Merbecke (ca. 1510-1585), edited and with accompaniment by Don E.Kerr
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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* Merbecke's Preface and Responses are delivered on a single note.




SANCTUS
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KYRIE alternate form for choir and people
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MERBECKE'S COMMUNION SERVICE
John Merbecke (ca. 1510-1585), edited and with accompaniment by Don E.Kerr
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